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The Jottings
The Newsletter of Jehovah Lutheran Church
1566 Thomas Ave, Saint Paul MN 55104 • 651-644-1421 • www.jehovahlutheran.org
A Community of Joy . . .Celebrating, Learning & Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus

Rooted In
the Living Word

October 2021

Scriptures for Worship

October 3:
October 10:
SUNDAYS
WORSHIP IN PERSON
9:30 am October 17:
October 24:
Growing in Faith Sunday School
following Divine Service October 31:

Genesis 2:18-24, Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12, Mark 10:2-16
Amos 5:6-7, 10-15, Hebrews 4:12-16, Mark 10:17-31
Isaiah 53:4-12, Hebrews 5:1-10, Mark 10:35-45
Jeremiah 31:7-9, Hebrews 7:23-28, Mark 10:46-52
Jeremiah 31:31-34, Romans 3:19-28, John 8:31-36

LIVING IN FAITH BIBLE STUDY 11:00 am

PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Walking Together: Divine Service as the Source of Strength and Peace

Join us for worship
Stay Informed
on our Church Website:
www.jehovahlutheran.org
Support our ministry at Jehovah
with your gift.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR HOURS
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
8:30AM - 1:30PM

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
CALL OR EMAIL AHEAD
PASTOR MAY BE VISITING
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
1:00PM-5:00PM
TUESDAYS - DAY OFF
FRIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED,
PASTOR VISITING
CALL TO MEET WITH PASTOR
PASTOR’S CELL: 612-600-3514
Email submissions for
THE JOTTINGS BY OCTOBER 25TH to
office@jehovahlutheran.org

Recently, I read an article on the British author J.R.R. Tolkien and
fatherhood. Tolkien was the author of epic works of modern fiction,
including The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion. In
addition to being a decorated officer in the British Army, a distinguished
professor at Oxford University, and a best-selling author, Tolkien was a
devoted father and a devout Christian.
As a father, Tolkien made time to eat each meal of the day with his
children, to listen to them talk about their day, to go on a walk with
them, and to read to them. As a father myself I could not understand
how he fit it all in. How could Tolkien be such a good father, spend so
much time with his kids, and still serve his university, tutor students, and
write some of the greatest fiction of the twentieth century?
When asked the same question by a reporter, Tolkien gave a
response that must have been astonishing. Tolkien cited the source of his
strength as regular attendance at worship, hearing the Word of God,
and regularly receiving the Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. Later
in life, after losing his wife, Tolkien would say that the words of the
liturgy got him through his time of grieving as a widower.
Tolkien was right, the Divine Service strengthens us. It gives us true
peace, peace that the world does not give. An outsider to the Christian
faith will never be able to understand this kind of devotion and peace,
not unless they too are brought by the Holy Spirit into the Christian
Church. The reason why the Divine Service gives us peace and strength
is because Jesus Christ shows up for us there.
continued . . .
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In the Divine Service, Jesus Christ, true God and true human, shows up for us. The same Jesus who
became a human for us through the womb of the Virgin Mary, who died for us, and who rose again for
us comes to us in the Divine Service. Jesus comes to us in the Absolution, forgiving our sins. Jesus comes
to us through the words of the liturgy, which calm us down and drown out all of the blathering of harsh
voices from the world. Jesus comes with His body and blood in the bread and wine of Holy Communion,
strengthening our faith, reminding us that we are at peace with God, and that Jesus has overcome even
death for us. This is why attendance at Divine Service is so important: because this is where Jesus shows
up for you.
As we enter the first year of our outreach roadmap, Walking Together, we are focusing intentionally
on our educational offerings and on worship life. To this end, we purposefully seek to conduct the Divine
Service and all of our common devotional life from the perspective of pastoral care. We seek to hear
and understand more deeply why we worship the Triune God in the way that we do and how that
awakens and nourishes our faith in Christ.
Over the next few months, in Jottings and Faith Bites, I will explore together with you how our
liturgical worship is formed by God’s promise in the Gospel of Christ and how Christ comes to us with
His good gifts through the Divine Service. As part of this exploration, we will look together at our new
hymnal, the Lutheran Service Book, and see how it preserves, continues, builds upon, and furthers our
historic Lutheran liturgy and hymnody. This focus in Jottings and Faith Bites will be coupled with
explaining and walking through some aspects of the liturgy during the Divine Service. We will even
have some children’s sermons where I encourage the kids in discovery of the liturgy’s formative role in
our Christian life.
The most important thing to know about liturgy and the Divine Service is to know that you are
invited. It’s for you! It is for you that Christ Jesus died and rose. It is for you that He shows up in the
Divine Service. It is for you that He offers there His gifts of forgiveness, eternal life, and peace that the
world cannot give. Tolkien was right; the Divine Service is our source of lasting peace and strength.
Your Pastor,
Joshua Miller
In compliance with the recommendations of the U.S. Center for Disease Control and
the Minnesota Department of Health, face masks must be worn inside the facilities
of Jehovah Lutheran Church anytime you are with another person who is not in your
immediate household. This includes worship services, all board meetings, Bible
studies, working, and volunteering. A facemask must completely cover the mouth
and nose. If you do not have a facemask, we are happy to give you one.
Please help us continue to keep our facilities open, our worship services in-person,
and our neighbors safe.
CHOIR BEGINS OCTOBER 6
Choir begins on October 6 at 6:30 pm in Drews Chapel.
Rehearsal length is 50 minute for those who are masked and vaccinated.
Join us!
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

Genesis 2:18-24
When the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the beasts and the birds,
he saw that it was not good for man to be alone and he created woman as a suitable helper.
They became with each other "one flesh".
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12
The writer of Hebrews lauds Jesus as the Son through whom God has "spoken,"
through whom he made the universe.
This Jesus suffered death "for everyone" and now reigns over all with the Majesty of heaven.
Mark 10:2-16
Jesus cites the Old Testament to affirm God's design that male and female became "one flesh"
in marriage not to be broken by divorce.
Children know best how to receive a gift, serving as an example for receiving the kingdom as a gift.

Dear Friends in Christ,
A big thank you to everyone who gave to the purchasing of the Lutheran Service Book!
We exceeded our goal and were able to purchase over 120 pew hymnals and
accompanying materials. We are excited to add these resources to enhance the Divine
Service at Jehovah Lutheran!
In Christ,
Pastor Miller
Elizabeth Wegner
Timothy D. Buendorf

Next Sunday, October 10, is Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) Sunday. You are invited to
bring your mite boxes and loose change for a special LWML offering during the children's sermon. You
can learn more about what Mite Boxes are at https://www.lwml.org/mites
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JEHOVAH SERVICE AND EDUCATION SCHEDULE

9:30 AM Divine Service
Sundays in the Sanctuary
Invite a friend and join us
for a year of connecting and Walking Together

Living by Faith
11:00AM on Sundays
Ages 14 - 100+
Join us in person in the lounge
Contact Pastor Miller with questions
at 612-600-3514 or pastorjoshuamiller@gmail.com

Growing in Faith
Ages Birth - 13 years
Gather with us weekly in the nursery after the Divine Service.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children.
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

Let my prayer

Donna Ostenson Kiefert
rise before you as incense.
Bernice Demulling
Psalm 141:2a
Rita Galston
Paul Finegan
George Mendoza
Sandy Quenzer
Tom Kelly
Tim Robinson
Patrick Carey
Wesley Pagel
Shirley Starner, and her son-in-law Greg Beaudoin
Jim Kinsel
Lynne Baerthel and her family
Jeannie Edwards (cousin of Pastor Miller)
Joyce and Susan Boettcher (stepmother and cousin of Elizabeth Wegner)
George Hild, Sr. (father of George Hild)
Frank Loffler (friend of Gary Reed)
Jenna Schmidt (daughter of Perry Schmidt)
Sue Schutte (mother of Principal Jay Schutte at King of Kings Lutheran)
Carolyn Hayes
Ramone and his family
continued . . .
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
Those suffering or recovering from COVID-19 and for wise use of the vaccines.
Safety and good health for all students, teachers and staff at schools, including those from this
congregation.
For strength to speak out for and protect the lives of the unborn our God has created and compassionate
care of all that He has made.
For the people of Afghanistan and for innocent lives caught in the midst of the tumultuous events taking
place there.
For President Biden and Vice President Harris as they serve our nation.
For Governor Walz and all in leadership in our state.
For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison, our District President Lucas Woodford as they lead us,
and for our Circuit Visitor, Steven Bielenberg.
For our congregation, its Pastor, and its lay leaders as we move forward together in outreach.
For the Mekane Yesus congregation as they call a new pastor.
Special Weekly Prayers:
As we pray for each member and family in our congregation by name, this week we pray for Rena
Miller.
Note: we are currently praying for two members or families from Jehovah Lutheran each week. The order
for these prayers is alphabetical. In addition to our public prayers, our pastor and board of Lay Ministry
are praying individually for these members and families each week. Special prayer requests are
encouraged any time and may be given to Pastor Miller via phone or email.
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JOIN US
FOR OUR FRIENDLY FRIDAY CALL - IN CHAT

OCTOBER
1
2
8

9
12
18
19
21
23
28

Isaac Harris
Lee Larsen
Dominick Nelson
Norman Miesen
Autumn Palmer
Mary Jo Hobbie
Ken LaBarre
Rhoda Schuler
Maynard Dorow
Rick Kruger
Brian Kruchowski
Sandy Kolar
Dean Johnson
Mark Westpfahl

We chat at 11:10 a.m. each Friday. All you need is your
phone. Dial: 978-990-5000. If you are using a land line
please dial 1 and then the number. When prompted enter the
JELC code:
796345#
After the beep just say hello and your name. We can visit
about how our days our going, silver linings, concerns, etc. We
will also have a short devotion and prayer.
Join us on Fridays, at 11:10 a.m.

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 23
2pm - 4pm

The Lord bless you
and keep you;
the Lord make his face

shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face
toward you
and give you peace.
Numbers 6: 24-26

Join the fun on Saturday, October 23 for Trunk or Treat
Decorate your vehicle’s trunk
and fill it with new packages of individually wrapped candies
and/or small toys.
We’ll also give away a beverage and literature about
Jehovah and Growing in Faith.
Wear a costume if you wish. No devils, please!
Volunteers needed!
Please contact Pastor Miller if you’d like to help.
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EARTH CARE

“The earth is the Lord’s …” Psalm 24:1

This column intends to highlight ways to care for God’s creation.
Maynard and Shirley Dorow pursue Earth care issues and welcome your feedback.

God has “made me together with all creatures…” says Martin Luther’s Small Catechism.
From this and all the Biblical insights supporting it comes the LCMS April 2020 report called “together
with all creatures – Caring for God’s Living Earth,” and this column notes one part of the report that
helps us think about the deep truths of being made together with all creatures.
ALL creatures? It doesn’t take long to be in awe of that statement when you consider, e.g. that there
are likely some 100 billion birds (Birdpedia, p.4) and further consider that just one ant colony can
consist of 20 million ants. Entomologists and ecologists argue that we literally can’t live without ants.
They outnumber humans by 1.5 million to one, and the biomass of all the ants on earth is roughly equal
to the biomass of all the people on the planet. These ants aerate soil, improve draining and soil
chemistry, disperse seeds and prey on pests. If ants disappeared, entire ecosystems would collapse.
(“What good are ants?” AntBlog. Chicago Field Museum) These are two of the smaller creatures among
the “ALL” that God created along with us human creatures. Psalm 104:27 notes that both humans and
all other creatures seek their food from God; all possess the breath of life and are regarded as “living
creatures.” Thus both suffer the effects of the fall.
These two small examples of the enormous inter-dependency of creation give pause for examining our
care of all these creatures. The farmer who stops his plow to move the bird’s nest to a safer place is
aware; the gardener who leaves part of the lettuce growing outside his fenced-in garden for the
rabbits; the fisherman who does not overfish and waste “the little ones;” the parents who model respect
for the animals of the wild -- these all are thinking beyond human dominion and working to restore
creation to God’s respectful balance.

The “together with all creatures” report puts it this way:
We best care for God’s earth when we embrace our creatureliness by showing dignity and responsibility
for all creatures and seeking their well-being by caring for the earth upon which their well-being
depends.
And, we best care for God’s earth when we delight in our creaturely connections. Yes, let’s take that
walk in the woods, sit on the deck and watch the birds, follow that ant trail in the back yard and
marvel at God’s creatures.
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SCHOOL SUPPLY KIT FOR CHILDREN OF REFUGEES

Please consider contributing a School Supply Kit for the children of Afghan refugees. Place your items
in the boxes located at the back of our sanctuary. Thank you!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

3 Folders with Pockets
3 Wide Ruled Notebooks
#2 Pencils
1 Eraser
1 Scissors
1 Glue Stick
1 Pencil/Crayon Sharpener (We always needs lots of
these!)
1 Box of Crayons
1 Pencil Bag
1 Backpack (Place all supplies inside)

You can purchase backpacks in bulk at Backpacks USA for only $3.00 each https://
www.backpacksusa.com/collections/wholesale-2-5-bulk-backpacks/products/copy-of-17-kidswholesale-backpacks-7-assorted-colors-wholesale-case-of-24-bookbags
If you are moved to make a monetary gift, please donate to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee
Services by clicking on the “donate now” button here:
https://www.lirs.org/?gclid=CjwKCAjwhaaKBhBcEiwA8acsHFJ-WRYwGPSMT-hcD4-wLaIO26CGIuGfbNuGfVA2BBOfgKmiz3G5BoC-ecQAvD_BwE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO SORT THROUGH DONATED ITEMS
Jehovah congregation members and friends have been donating clothing and household items to be
given away for free during the National Night Out (NNO) event held annually in early August. These
items have been collecting in the Crib Room inside the Nursery since Fall 2019 and through 2020 and
2021 when we did not host an NNO due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We plan to go through all of
those bags and boxes to sort and organize the donated clothing and items to identify what is there, to
see if there may be some items that could be used by those in need right now, as well as to be ready
for NNO and other giveaway events in the coming year.
We plan to move all of the items out of the Crib Room to a larger room on the lower level of the
church so we have enough space to sort and categorize and so we aren’t pressed to get it all done
and cleaned up in one day. If you are interested in helping out with this project, please contact Marge
Avoles at margeavoles@comcast.net or at 651-398-8204. Once we have a list of volunteers we will
offer some different days and times for people to meet at the church to work.
Members and friends should feel free to continue to donate items and put them in the Crib Room.
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KEYSTONE COMMUNITY SERVICES

Thursday, October 7
5:50 pm - 8:30pm
Allianz Field
The annual Keys to Success Gala is Keystone’s signature fun-raising event, which brings people
together to learn about Keystone’s impact on the community and to support neighbors in need. This
event will help Keystone expand programs that provide support to more than 40,000 people in our
community!
Visit - https://keystoneservices.org/donate/keys-to-success-gala/ to learn more about the event,
including our Covid-19 safety plans, and to buy your ticket!
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors and join us!
All are welcome!
MAIN STREET LIVING | SUNDAYS 9 – 10 a.m. | WFTC CHANNEL 29/9-2

Main Street Living is an LCMS program that features pastors from the WFTC, channel 29/9-2, viewer
area. The first half hour is a reproduction of This is the Life. The second half hour is a modified Lutheran
worship service, which is produced locally. Program information for October is below. To watch, go to
mainstreetliving.com and select the “Twin Cities” tab.
October 3: “Live Option,” features a pregnant fifteen-year-old who disagrees with her mother
regarding the future of her child.

October 10: “Family Comes First,” features a man contending with the competing demands of his
career and his vocation as a father.
October 17: “Conspiracy of Silence,” features a husband and wife coming to grips with a terminal
illness.
October 24: “Big Account,” features an advertising agency art director who learns the impact of his
work on his family and others.
October 31: “The Sexton,” features a pastor and a sexton (church caretaker) with magical powers
who fight an eerie duel in a church.
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Activity Calendar
October 2021

1

Fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed,
for I am your God;
I will strengthen you,
I will help you,
I will uphold you
with my righteous right hand.
Isaiah 41:10

3

9:30am
Worship
in the Sanctuary

Growing in Faith
after Service
Nursery

4

5

Lay Ministry
Meeting
6:30pm

10

11

9:30am
Worship
in the Sanctuary

12

Growing in Faith
after Service
Nursery

7

8

9

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

13

Private
Confession
Contact Pastor
2-3pm

14
ARB Meeting
6:30 pm

15

16

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Fighting Faith
7:00 pm

17

18

19

20

21

Private
Confession
Contact Pastor
2-3pm

\

Growing in Faith
after Service
Nursery

22

Trunk or Treat
2-4pm

Fighting Faith
7:00 pm

25

26

27

Council
Meeting
6:30pm

Private
Confession
Contact Pastor
2-3pm

Jottings
articles due

Choir 6:30pm
Fighting Faith
7:00 pm

23

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Choir 6:30pm

Living in Faith
11:00am, Lounge

9:30am Worship
in the Sanctuary
Growing in Faith
after Service
Nursery
Living in Faith
11:00am, Lounge

6
Private
Confession
Contact Pastor
2-3pm
Choir 6:30 pm

Choir 6:30pm

Living in Faith
11:00am, Lounge

24/31

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Fighting Faith
7:00 pm

Living in Faith
11:00am, Lounge

9:30am
Worship
in the Sanctuary

2

28

29
Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

30

