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NOTES FROM THE PASTOR
Faith Working through Love
Lutherans have been criticized unfairly for teaching that good works are not important in the
Christian life. Lutherans do not teach this at all. While it is true that as Lutherans, we believe, teach,
and confess that our good works do not contribute to our salvation in any way, shape, or form, that
does not mean that we think good works should not be done. Nor does it mean that we think good
works are unimportant. It simply means that we confess that our salvation comes through the work of
Jesus Christ alone, as a pure and complete gift received by faith alone. This does not, however, mean
that good works are bad or forbidden.
We are saved by Christ alone, through faith alone. Yet our faith does not remain alone. Saving
faith produces good works. In agreement with St. Paul in Galatians 5:22-23 and Ephesians 2:10, our
Lutheran confessions state: “Our churches teach that this faith is bound to bring forth good fruit. It is
necessary to do good works commanded by God, because of God’s will.”
So why does God want us to do good works if they don’t save us or make us holy?
Luther takes up this question in his little book, The Freedom of a Christian, and gives us a
wonderfully astounding answer: God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbor does! Good
works, says Luther, don’t earn God’s favor or pay Him back for what He has done for us. Good works
don’t get us points with God. Good works are not even really for our benefit. They are for the benefit
of others.
We’re not alone in this Christian life, says Luther, for “We live with all other people on earth.”
We are neighbors with all people! Some neighbors need our help! Some of them lack food and
clothing. Some lack a place to lay their head other than a park bench. Some lack education. Some
lack basic health care. Some lack an advocate. We do good works because our neighbor needs them.
This is what good works are really for: serving our neighbor, not earning points with God.
Luther says it this way: “Satisfied with our own abundance of faith [through Christ], we Christians serve
the neighbor without any hope of reward… I will therefore give myself as a Christ to my neighbor,
just as Christ offered himself to me. I will do nothing in this life except what is profitable, necessary,
and life-giving for my neighbor, since through faith I have an abundance of all”.
Continued
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As Christians, we don’t do good works because we get on God’s good side by doing them. We’re on
God’s good side already because of what Jesus has done for us. So now, we can do good works just
because our neighbors need our good works.
Brothers and sisters, we’re about to get some new neighbors in the Twin Cities. These new neighbors
need our good works. They need our help. They need our love. These new neighbors are refugees from
Afghanistan. They helped American soldiers and service personnel in the hope for a better day for their
country. That day never came. Now—like so many immigrants before them—they hope for a better life
here, in America.
These new neighbors have almost nothing. Many boarded planes with little more than their children
and the clothes on their backs. They need shelter, food, employment, and many other things. Perhaps you
wonder, “What can I possibly do?”
There is something we can do. Lutheran Immigration Services (LIRS) and Lutheran Social Services
of Minnesota (LSS) are working to welcome 300 Afghan refugees, including children, to our state. Among
other things, school supplies are needed for Afghan refugee children. LIRS and LSS are asking for
donations of backpacks filled with school supplies. Jehovah Lutheran Church, King of Kings Lutheran Church
and School (Roseville), and the New Freedom Store are working together to serve our new Afghan
refugee neighbors.
In the coming weeks, we ask that you consider bringing a few items from the list below and place
them in the boxes located in the narthex at the back of our sanctuary. Our Sunday school children and
teachers (as well as children and teachers from King of Kings Lutheran School) will pack these items in
backpacks. These backpacks will be delivered to LIRS/LSS, who will distribute them to Afghan refugee
children—our new neighbors.
Through this good work done for these new neighbors, we demonstrate our faith in Christ through
love and service. As we do so, remember the words of Christ, recorded by St. Matthew:
“I was a stranger and you welcomed me… Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord… when
did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it
to me.’”
Your Pastor,
Joshua Miller
Augsburg Confession, Article VI: New Obedience, in Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, ed. Paul T. McCain, et al. (St. Louis: CPH,
2006), 33.
2 Martin Luther, Freedom of a Christian, trans. Mark D. Tranvik (Minneapolis: Fortress, 2008), 79.
3 Luther, 81-82.
4 Matthew 25:35-40 (abridged, ESV).
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School Supply Kit for Children of Refugees
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 Folders with Pockets
3 Wide Ruled Notebooks
#2 Pencils
1 Eraser
1 Scissors
1 Glue Stick
1 Pencil/Crayon Sharpener (We always needs lots of these!)
1 Box of Crayons
1 Pencil Bag
1 Backpack (Place all supplies inside)

You can purchase backpacks in bulk at Backpacks USA for only $3.00 each https://
www.backpacksusa.com/collections/wholesale-2-5-bulk-backpacks/products/copy-of-17-kids-wholesalebackpacks-7-assorted-colors-wholesale-case-of-24-bookbags
If you are moved to make a monetary gift, please donate to Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services
by clicking on the “donate now” button here:
https://www.lirs.org/?gclid=CjwKCAjwhaaKBhBcEiwA8acsHFJ-WRYwGPSMT-hcD4-wLaIO26CGIuGfbNuGfVA2BBOfgKmiz3G5BoC-ecQAvD_BwE

In the same way, let your

light shine
before others,
so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Matthew 5:16
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
Donna Ostenson Kiefert
Bernice Demulling
Rita Galston
Paul Finegan
George Mendoza
Sandy Quenzer
Let my prayer
Tom Kelly
rise before you as incense.
Tim Robinson
Psalm 141:2a
Patrick Carey
Wesley Pagel
Shirley Starner and her son-in-law Greg Beaudoin
Jim Kinsel
Lynne Baerthel and her family
Jeannie Edwards (cousin of Pastor Miller)
Joyce and Susan Boettcher (stepmother and cousin of Elizabeth Wegner)
George Hild, Sr. (father of George Hild)
Jenna Schmidt (daughter of Perry Schmidt)
Sue Schutte (mother of Principal Jay Schutte from King of Kings Lutheran)
Carolyn Hayes
Paul Eberhart and his family
Ramone and his family
Those suffering or recovering from COVID-19 (including Frank Loffler, friend of Gary Reed) and for
wise use of the vaccines.
Safety and good health for all students, teachers and staff at schools, including those from this
congregation.
For strength to speak out for and protect the lives of the unborn our God has created and
compassionate care of all that He has made.
For the people of Afghanistan and for innocent lives caught in the midst of the tumultuous events taking
place there.
For President Biden and Vice President Harris as they serve our nation.
For Governor Walz and all in leadership in our state.
For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison, our District President Lucas Woodford as they lead us,
and our Circuit Visitor, Steven Bielenberg.
For our congregation, its Pastor, and its lay leaders as we move forward together in outreach.
For the Mekane Yesus congregation as they call a new pastor.

continued . . .

Jehovah Lutheran Church 1566 Thomas Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104-1823 651-644-1421
A Community of Joy . . . Celebrating, Learning & Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus

Special Weekly Prayers:
As we pray for each member and family in our congregation by name, this week we pray for the
Miesens.
*Note, we are currently praying for two members or families from Jehovah Lutheran each week. The
order for these prayers is alphabetical. In addition to our public prayers, our Pastor and board of Lay
Ministry are praying individually for these members and families each week. Special prayer requests are
encouraged any time and may be given to Pastor via phone or email.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP THIS WEEK
Daniel 10:10-14, 12:1-3
An angel assures Daniel that the vision God has shown him is a vision of the people's future -delivered from a time of stress into everlasting life.
Revelation 12:7-12
A vision of a war in heaven depicts Israel's deliverance in the last days from the accuser of God's people
because of the blood of the Lamb.
Luke 10:17-20
The "seventy-two" returned from their mission journey with great joy
because of their power over demons.
Jesus says rather rejoice that their names are written in heaven.

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the outpouring of support for purchasing copies of the Lutheran
Service Book! We have exceeded our financial goal for purchasing the new hymnals
and were able to add some wonderful organ accompaniments for Tim to our order. The
dedications to loved ones in these hymnals stand as faithful testimonies to many servants
of God, some of whom are living and many of whom are awaiting the final resurrection. Thank you for your participation in enhancing our worship at Jehovah, and to God
alone be the glory!
Pastor Joshua Miller
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Living by Faith
11:00AM on Sundays.
Ages 14 - 100+
Join us in person in the lounge.
Contact Pastor Miller with questions
at 612-600-3514 or pastorjoshuamiller@gmail.com.

Growing in Faith
Ages Birth - 13 years
Gather with us weekly in the nursery after the Divine Service.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children.
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JEHOVAH’S WEEKLY FRIENDLY FRIDAY CALL-IN CHAT

Join us on Fridays at 11:10am.
All you need is your phone.
Dial: 978-990-5000. If you are using a land line please dial 1 and then the number.
When prompted enter the JELC code:
796345#
After the beep just say hello and your name. We will have a short devotion,
a topic for discussion, and prayer.

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 23
2pm - 4pm

Join the fun on Saturday, October 23 for Trunk or Treat
Decorate your vehicle’s trunk
and fill it with new packages of individually wrapped candies and/or small toys.
We’ll also give away a beverage and literature about Jehovah and Growing in Faith.
Wear a costume if you wish. No devils, please.
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