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The Jottings
The Newsletter of Jehovah Lutheran Church
1566 Thomas Ave, Saint Paul MN 55104 • 651-644-1421 • www.jehovahlutheran.org
A Community of Joy . . .Celebrating, Learning & Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus

Rooted In

Month of:
June 2021

Scriptures for Worship

the Living Word

June 6: Genesis 3:8-15, 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1, Mark 3:20-35
June 13: Ezekiel 17: 22-24, 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17, Mark 4: 26-34
SUNDAYS
WORSHIP IN PERSON OR ONLINE 9:30 a.m. June 20: Job 38:1-11, 2 Corinthians 6:1-13, Mark 4:35-41
IN PERSON BIBLE STUDY 11:00 a.m.
June 27: Lamentations 3:22-33, 2 Corinthians 8:7-15, Mark 5:21-43

PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Here am I.
Send me!
Join us for worship
in person or online at
jehovahlutheran.org
and on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCdLy0HeNl3NlwQh-mN7Qjsg

Stay Informed
on our Church Website:
www.jehovahlutheran.org

Your gifts support our mission.
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR HOURS
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
8:30AM - 1:30PM

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
CALL OR EMAIL AHEAD
PASTOR MAY BE VISITING
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY
1:00PM-5:00PM
TUESDAYS - DAY OFF
FRIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED,
PASTOR VISITING
CALL TO MEET WITH PASTOR
PASTOR’S CELL: 612-600-3514
Email submissions for
THE JOTTINGS BY JUNE 24TH to
jelcoffice@gmail.com

Gathered to Be Sent:
The Work of the Holy Spirit in Outreach
Last Sunday, in my sermon, I stated that we will never grow the Church.
That is because God the Holy Spirit grows the Church. The Church’s growth
on the Day of Pentecost after Jesus’ Ascension, was all due to the Holy
Spirit.
The Spirit moved the disciples from fear and hiding to bold and open
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus. The Spirit enabled the disciples
of Jesus to become the apostles (those who are sent) and gave them the
words to speak when sharing the Gospel that day with many gathered in
Jerusalem. The Spirit worked through the apostles to grow the Church from
just over one-hundred people to about three-thousand believers! None of
this was the doing of the apostles. It was all the work of God the Holy
Spirit through their sharing of the Good News.
While the results may be more modest than the astounding numbers
added to the Church on that Pentecost Sunday, God the Holy Spirit
continues to grow the Church through the same means today: our sharing of
the Gospel. As Luther said in his Small Catechism:
“The Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls,
gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”
continued . . .
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God the Holy Spirit gathers the Church. God the Holy Spirit grows the Church. It’s His work, not ours.
And yet, The Holy Spirit does so through us, through our sharing of the Good News. The saving faith in
Christ that makes someone a believer and through which the Holy Spirit brings them into the Church
comes through our proclamation of the Gospel. This is stated well in the central Lutheran statement of
faith, the Augsburg Confession:
“That we may obtain this faith, the Ministry of Teaching the Gospel and administering the
Sacraments was instituted. For through the Word and Sacraments, as through instruments, the Holy
Spirit is given, who works faith; where and when it pleases God, in those that hear the Good
News.”
The Holy Spirit grows the Church by working faith in the hearts of unbelievers and bringing them
into the Church as new Christians. Yet, it is through our sharing of God’s Word in the Gospel that this
happens. Whether it is from the pastor in the pulpit on Sunday morning or from another Christian on the
phone in the middle of the week, the Holy Spirit does His work of growing the Church through us, as we
share the Good News of Jesus with others.
As we engage in outreach at Jehovah Lutheran, we look to our neighborhood and our lives for
those who need to hear this Good News. As we share the Good News, God the Holy Spirit works faith
and grows the Church “when and where it pleases” Him. His work is to provide the faith and growth,
ours is to share the Good News. So in our congregation and in our lives, we commit ourselves to sharing
that Good News.
Your Pastor,
Joshua Miller
Luther’s Small Catechism (St. Louis: CPH, 2017), 17.
The Augsburg Confession, Article V, in Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, trans. W.H.T. Dau and G.F. Bente, ed. Paul T.
McCain, et al. (St. Louis: CPH, 2006), 32-33.

A NOTE ON MASKS
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Although the city of Saint Paul has now rescinded its mask order, we will continue our mask policy
at Jehovah as previously outlined. We do this for the sake of our youngest sisters and brothers at
Jehovah. At this time, children 12 and under cannot receive COVID-19 vaccines. Not all adults at Jehovah will receive the vaccine.
Therefore, we ask that all members and guests continue to wear masks to worship and Bible class in
order to protect children from transmission of the COVID-19 virus. For those of you who are vaccinated, I understand your desire not to wear a mask to church, but I ask your patience and Christian love in
bearing with those who cannot yet receive a vaccine.
I welcome your conversations and concerns and will keep them confidential.
In Christ,
Pastor Joshua Miller
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JOIN US AS JESUS PREPARES US FOR HIS MISSION OF GROWING THE CHURCH!
Divine Service – 9:30AM each Sunday
Live service in the Sanctuary
Pre-recorded Service also continues online for those unable to attend in person.

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS!
Family Sunday School begins June 6 in the nursery after the Service.
Parents are welcome to stay with their children.

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 6
Genesis 3:8-15
The Lord God puts enmity between the serpent and the woman, and between their offspring,
after the first man and his wife disobey God
2 Corinthian 4:13-5:1
Despite the hardships he is undergoing ("outer nature wasting away")
Paul explains his cheerful heart by his faith and hope
that God will raise up him and his readers with Jesus into the presence of God.
Mark 3:20-35
Jesus' family and his enemies think Jesus is out of his mind or possessed by a demon.
But Jesus counters that to attribute his power to Satan is to sin against the Holy Spirit.
His true family are those who do God's will.
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The Word of the Lord Grew:
Outreach in the Earliest Church
Jehovah Lutheran Church

Adult Bible Class

11:00AM on Sundays.
Join us in person in the lounge.
Contact Pastor Miller with questions
at 612-600-3514 or pastorjoshuamiller@gmail.com.
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

Donna Ostenson Kiefert
Bernice Demulling
Rita Galston
Let my prayer
Paul Finegan
George Mendoza
rise before you as incense.
Sandy Quenzer
Psalm 141:2a
Tom Kelly
Tim Robinson
Patrick Carey
Wesley Pagel
Shirley Starner, and her son-in-law Greg Beaudoin
Jim Kinsel
Lynne Baerthel and her family
John “Jack” Hedenstrom (brother of Sue and brother-in-law of Al Puder)
Linda Wood
Jeannie Edwards (Cousin of Pastor Miller)
Susan Boettcher
Scott McMurray (friend of Trish Clifford)
Ramone and his family
Those suffering or recovering from COVID-19 and for speedy and equitable distributions of the
vaccines.
For President Biden and Vice President Harris as they serve our nation.
For Governor Walz and all in leadership in our state.
For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison and our District President Lucas Woodford as they lead
us.
For our congregation, its pastor, and its lay leaders as we consider how to share Christ’s Good News in
this time and place.
Special Weekly Prayers:
As we pray for each member and family in our congregation by name, this week we pray for the
Galvin and Goodale families.
This week, we thank God for the service of Pastor Alan Braun and his wife Rosie, as Pastor Braun ends
his twelfth year of service as our Circuit Visitor (the head pastor on our circuit). We pray for God’s
blessing and wisdom upon Pastor Steven Bielenberg, as he begins serving as our new Circuit Visitor.
Note: we are currently praying for two members or families from Jehovah Lutheran each week. The
order for these prayers is alphabetical. In addition to our public prayers, our pastor and board of Lay
Ministry are praying individually for these members and families each week. Special prayer requests
are encouraged any time and may be given to pastor via phone or email.
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During the pandemic we have all missed singing the hymns of our Christian faith. At this time, as
children cannot yet be vaccinated against COVID-19, we are not singing together as a congregation in
the sanctuary. As we await vaccination of the youngest brothers and sisters among us, we're going to
do something a little creative
Please join us on Wednesday, June 16, from 7:00-8:00pm in our church parking lot for a Tailgate
Hymn-Sing!
Elizabeth Wegner will lead us in singing from the Lutheran Hymnal. Requests will be taken from
the Lutheran Hymnal, so bring your non-alcoholic beverage, your camp chair, and your singing voice.
Hymnals will be provided and water will be available.
National Night Out
5:00 to 7:00pm on Tuesday, August 3, 2021
Jehovah Lutheran Church Parking Lot

The Administration Resources Board (ARB) is looking for volunteers to help with Jehovah’s annual
National Night Out (NNO) outreach event that will be held from 5pm to 7pm on Tuesday, August. 3,
2021, on the church property. Here are your opportunities to help Jehovah reach out and serve our
community:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Help set up for the event in the church parking lot;
Help by donating gently used clothing for all ages, small household items, linens, etc.
Help sort and set out the clothing and small household items that have been donated for the
giveaway;
Help by donating purchased and packaged food items to be given away as prizes during the
raffles throughout the event;
Help for the loyal Kolar, Wynn and Fishback families and others who take on the food service;
Help as popcorn makers;
Help planning a few things for kids to enjoy;
Help staffing food service, raffle, giveaway and kids area during the event;
Help with take down and clean up after the event ends at 7:00pm.
Spirit Freed is planning to provide music during the event. We could accommodate another group
as we have done in the past. Contact us if you know of a group that might be interested in playing
that evening.

To volunteer or if you have a new idea to add to the fun, please contact Marge Avoles at 651-3988204 or at margeavoles@comcast.net, or talk with any of the other ARB members: Katy Fishback,
Mark Kolar, Karl Miesen, Bruce Wegner, and Dan Wynn.
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OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday 8:30AM-1:30PM
Wednesday 8:30AM-1:30PM
Thursday 8:30AM-1:30PM

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS

JUNE
3
5
7
10
24
26
27

(CALL OR EMAIL AHEAD, PASTOR MAY BE VISITING)

Fred Bartling
John Buegel
Ben Wegner
Gus Hequet
Fran Harris
Lavonne Kunz
Shirley Miske

Monday 1:00-5:00PM
Tuesday (day off)
Wednesday 1:00-5:00PM
Thursday 1:00-5:00PM
Friday (office closed, pastor visiting,
call to meet with pastor)
Pastor's Cell: 612-600-3514

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
The Lord bless you
and keep you;
the Lord make his face
shine on you
and be gracious to you;

the Lord turn his face
toward you
and give you peace.
Numbers 6: 24-26

JOIN US
FOR OUR FRIENDLY FRIDAY CALL - IN CHAT
We chat at 11:10am each Friday. All you need is your phone.
Dial: 978-990-5000. If you are using a land line please dial
1 and then the number. When prompted enter the JELC code:
796345#
After the beep just say hello and your name. We can visit
about how our days our going, silver linings, concerns, etc. We
will also have a short devotion and prayer.
Join us on Fridays at 11:10am.
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EARTH CARE

“The earth is the Lord’s …” Psalm 24:1

This column intends to highlight ways to care for God’s creation.
Maynard and Shirley Dorow have pursued earth care issues and welcome your feedback.

The call to “Save the Bees” still rings loud and clear! In 2008 Earthwatch declared bees to be the most
valuable species on the planet. And, a 2021 study reports that bees are vital to the continued
existence of 250,000 species of flowering plants and trees. Losing bees threatens the survival of these
plants, which in turn threatens the animals that rely on them for food. Loss of bees upsets the entire
ecosystem. And, who of us wants a world without honey, flowers, and a third of everything we eat
including chocolate and coffee?
Although other animals also pollinate plants – such as bats, butterflies and even wasps —none is
designed like the bee as a pollinator machine. Unfortunately these pollinators are threatened not only
by loss of safe habitat, but also by the terrible misuse of pesticides. The bad word here is
neonicotinoids – shortened to neonics – a class of toxic pesticide that is the leading cause of massive
bee die-off. New research shows that the toxic impact of pesticides on bees and other pollinators has
doubled in a decade. The modern pesticides have a lower toxicity to vertebrates but a much higher
toxicity to invertebrates like bees. This discovery has led some European countries to ban the use of
neonics. Josie Cohen of Pesticide Action Network UK said: “Some neonicotinoid insecticides are 10,000
times more toxic than DDT, the most notorious insecticide in history.” (The Guardian, June 2021)
These same neonics are killing birds also. Friends of the Earth reports a loss of three billion birds in the
last 50 years. A similar problem exits with glyphosate, the ingredient in Round Up which has been
found to harm 93 percent of plants and animals on the endangered species list. (Environmental Action,
April 2021) Furthermore a 2021 study done in Germany found that 99% of humans tested had
glyphosate in their urine. The World Health Organization has determined it is “probably carcinogenic”
and a cause of cancer.
So, what to do? First, encourage and support environmental groups that are working to regulate these
dangerous pesticides. Also, just say “No” to Round Up. For the home garden we have found the best
weed control is just plain pulling them out. And then we spray the smaller growth with a cheap mixture
of full-strength white vinegar plus 1 teaspoon of Dawn dishwashing liquid, using an ordinary spray
bottle. Shake well and spray very carefully so as to not kill greenery around the weeds you wish to
kill. Best used on dry weeds when the sun is out. (The Everyday Cheapskate column by Mary Hunt in
the Pioneer Press.) Meanwhile, thank you to Katie and friends who have planted the lovely flowers in
front of the church. Welcome, bees! So small, so busy, and so critical to God’s amazing world!
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KEYSTONE FOOD SHELF NEWS
Hopefully things are back to normal at the Midway Keystone. Keystone had three site managers leave
their positions this spring for other jobs and spouse transfers. Because of staffing issues, the Midway
Keystone had to cut hours for a couple weeks in April. They were not open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, so they had some very busy weeks to provide for clients. Thankfully new staff are in place.
It was sad to say goodbye to former site manager, Collette. She had reorganized the space at
Midway and then reorganized again to provide a safe environment for coping with COVID. Even on
her busiest days, she always was so fun to be around. I really miss her and many others feel the
same. Now another organization will benefit from her amazing gifts and abilities. Midway has many
challenges ahead and our prayers are that all in need of food will find a caring resource at
Keystone. Our country has been blessed with plenty to share with those in need.
Please consider giving financially to Keystone through Jehovah's designated giving.
Thanks to our Lord for this opportunity to help those in need in our community!

THE NEW FREEDOM STORE
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Psalm 51: 12
The New Freedom Store is all about sharing our gifts of course. The older I get the more I am
convinced that we all share one purpose in life: to help each other get safely to the other side. Gifts
play a vital role in the process. They are a tangible sign of unconditional love, of caring and sharing,
that special connection with our Savior who gave his life for us.
Gifts need not be physical. They can be spiritual too. We can gift others with our time, with our
wisdom, with forging new right relationships, not only with God, but with others, sharing the joy of
salvation which David wrote about in Psalms.

This month we begin a special free course at Concordia University. The topic is correctional ministry.
We wish to reach out into the world in the true spirit of evangelism and help those who live in prison
and those who are just getting out.
The transformational nature of the holy scriptures may be clearly understood by mature Christians, but
not so much by those who have committed crime. They need your wisdom and your compassion to fully
understand the gift of salvation. This course is all about the psychology of presenting the Gospel to
them. You are welcome to join us. Please see page 10 and RSVP.
Blessings!
Jim Seemann
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The Minnesota South District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
and the Concordia University Department of Criminal Justice are pleased to offer:

An Introduction to Correctional Ministry

This course is free. No prerequisites are involved.
Lay people, pastors, and priests of all denominations are welcome.
(Course credit is also possible, but for a fee.)

Jim Seemann, Ph.D., course instructor, has met with thousands of incarcerated people since he began
working as a volunteer classroom teacher inside the Missouri corrections system some forty years ago.
He became involved in Stillwater Prison when he moved to Minnesota in 2002.
This course will provide a brief history of corrections, an overview of the phenomenon known as mass
incarceration, and a series of effective approaches, both clinical and Christian, which has been proven
not only to help reduce recidivism, but also to help with those who are in need of transformation and
change.
“Desistance is the goal of correctional ministry,” Dr. Seemann suggests. “People do not commit crimes
for logical reasons. Most suffer from trauma, depression, and dissociative disorders. Volunteers need
not be psychologists, but they can, and should, address these underlying emotions with understanding
and compassion. Correctional ministry becomes highly effective when used with a certain strategy
which incorporates transformational psychology with the life changing words of the Gospel, when those
in prison discover a new life based on the freedom which comes from faith in Christ.” A diverse group
of preachers, missionaries, and former prisoners will serve as guest speakers on a number of additional
topics which are sure to challenge and to provide fresh perspectives to this age-old problem.

The course text will be supplied for free. Online learning may also available.
Classes will meet for eight Tuesday nights from 7-9 PM at Luther Hall 109 Concordia Campus June 22,
June 29, July 6, July 13, July 20, July 27, August 3, August 10. Interested? R.S.V.P. seemann@csp.edu
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DONATION CHALLENGE FOR SCOUT FENCE PROJECT
An anonymous donor came forth and would like to challenge Jehovah members to
a match donation to Logan Jarvi’s Eagle Scout Fence project, to be completed this
summer. This donor has donated $500 and would like to challenge Jehovah
members and friends to match this donation. The total cost of the project is
estimated at $1850. Please contact Sandy Kolar if you are willing to donate any
amount to help match the donor’s funds. Contact Sandy via email:
sandy@thekolars.com or at 651-336-7993.

MAIN STREET LIVING | SUNDAYS 9 – 10 a.m. | WFTC CHANNEL 29/9-2

Main Street Living is an LCMS program that features pastors from the WFTC, channel 29/9-2, viewer
area. The first half hour is a reproduction of This is the Life. The second half hour is a modified Lutheran
worship service, which is produced locally. Program information for June is below. To watch, go to
mainstreetliving.com and select the “Twin Cities” tab.
June 6:

“Some People Need Help,” features a crusty amputee from a veteran’s hospital who must
learn that hurting others will not help him.

June 13: “Jeremy,” features the relationship between a mother and a mentally challenged son who
lives in a home.
June 20: “Flight Plan,” features a man dealing with the death of a young boy who has a terminal
illness. Will it strengthen his faith or destroy it?
June 27: “Amazing Grace,” features a man who has journeyed from poor beginnings to a rich and
full life and who must learn not to forsake his Christian faith.
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Activity Calendar
JUNE 2021
From the rising
of the sun
to its setting,
the name of the Lord
is to be praised!
Psalm 113:3

6

9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
Org
Bible Study
11:00am, Lounge
Sunday School
after Service,
Nursery

14

27

9

10
ARB Meeting
6:30 pm

15

16

17

Tailgate
Hymn Sing
7:00pm
Jehovah
Parking Lot

20

9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org
Bible Study
11:00am, Lounge
Sunday School
after Service,
Nursery

8

Lay Ministry
Meeting
6:30pm

9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org
Bible Study
11:00am Lounge
Sunday School
after Service,
Nursery

3

2

4

5

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

7

13

9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org
Bible Study
11:00am, Lounge
Sunday School
after Service,
Nursery

1

21

22

23

11
Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

18

28

24
Jottings
Articles due

29

30

19

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

25

\

Council
Meeting
6:30pm

12

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

26

