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The Jottings
The Newsletter of Jehovah Lutheran Church
1566 Thomas Ave, Saint Paul MN 55104 • 651-644-1421 • www.jehovahlutheran.org
A Community of Joy . . .Celebrating, Learning & Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus

Rooted In

the Living Word
SUNDAYS

Month of:
May 2021

Scriptures for Worship

May 2:
May 9:
WORSHIP IN PERSON OR ONLINE 9:30 a.m. May 16:
BIBLE STUDY ON ZOOM 11:00 a.m.
May 23:

Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 4:7-21, John 15:1-8
Acts 10:44-48, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26, 1 John 5:9-13, John 17:6-19
Acts 2:1-21, Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 30: Isaiah 6:1-8, Romans 8:12-17, John 3:1-17

Pastor’s Message
Revitalizing Jehovah Lutheran
The Content of Outreach

Join us for worship
in person or online at
jehovahlutheran.org
and on YouTube at
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCdLy0HeNl3NlwQh-mN7Qjsg

Stay Informed
on our Church Website:

DURING SOCIAL DISTANCING,
PASTOR MILLER AND TRISH CLIFFORD
CONTINUE TO WORK FROM HOME,
BUT ARE IN THE OFFICE AT THESE TIMES:

PASTOR’S HOURS
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY,
THURSDAY, AND FRIDAY
1:00PM - 5:00PM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY
9:00AM - NOON
Email submissions for
THE JOTTINGS BY MAY 24TH to
jelcoffice@gmail.com

Recently we have been updating some of the bulletin boards at
Jehovah Lutheran. A few weeks ago, on one of these boards, we posted
the current Seven Mission Priorities of Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.
The very first of these priorities is revitalizing existing Lutheran
congregations. That’s us! We are the number one priority of the LCMS
right now!
Working with our Synod and the Minnesota-South District of the LCMS,
we are beginning the work of outreach here at Jehovah. As we do so, it is
important for us first to reflect upon a basic question: with what are we
reaching out? What do we have to offer this community and those in our
lives who are unchurched?
The answer: the saving and healing Gospel of Jesus Christ.
That is what we have to offer to a lost and hurting world. That is what
we have to offer to a traumatized community and broken individuals. That
is also what we ourselves need constantly. What we have to offer, what
we need, what we at Jehovah are all about is the Gospel.
This is what it means to be Lutheran too. This is what makes Lutherans
Lutheran: the Gospel. This is summed up for us quite well in Article IV of the
Augsburg Confession, the founding document of the Lutheran form of
Christianity. There we read:
“They [the Lutherans] teach that people cannot be justified before God by
their own strength, merits, or works, but are freely justified [put in a right
relationship with God] for Christ’s sake, through faith, when they believe that
they are received into favor, and that their sins are forgiven for Christ’s
sake, who, by His death, has made satisfaction for our sins. This faith God
imputes [freely gives] for righteousness in His sight. [See Romans 3 and 4].”
continued . . .
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This isn’t just some stuffy old doctrine. This is Good News! It’s Good News that we need to hear and
that we need to share with others.
When we reach out, we do so with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which says that we are at peace with
God because of what Jesus has done for us by his death and resurrection, and that we received this by
faith alone. This means that no works, choices, or efforts of ours contribute one bit to our peace with
God. God has done it all for us. God in Christ establishes our relationship with God.
This is good news, because it means we are not judged by God on the basis of what we do, but on
the basis of what he has done for us. Nowhere else in life are we free from judgement. Everywhere
else, it always seems like some one is judging us on the basis of how we look, how we talk, or how we
act. Throughout this life, we are also judged on the basis of our past. How well did we do our last job?
Is there something we did in our past of which we are ashamed? What about where we came from and
where we grew up?
People judge us all the time on the basis of these things. We judge others on the basis of those
things too. But with God, this is not the case. God does not judge us on the basis of our past. God
judges us on the basis of his mercy shown to us in Jesus. Now we, as the Church, are called to do the
same. We are called to judge people on the basis of Jesus’ mercy too. Then, we look at people as
people for whom our Lord died and rose again.
As we begin outreach at Jehovah Lutheran, we do so with the Gospel in our ears, in our hearts, and
on our lips. The Gospel is what we need. The Gospel is what our neighbor needs. The Gospel is what
our neighborhood needs. The Gospel is the basis of our outreach.
Your Pastor,
Joshua Miller
Augsburg Confession IV (1530), in Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, trans. William H. T. Dau and Gerhard F. Bente, ed. Paul T.
McCain (St. Louis: CPH, 2006), et al 32.

In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven .
Matthew 5:16
JOIN US AS JESUS PREPARES US FOR HIS MISSION OF GROWING THE CHURCH!

Divine Service – 9:30AM each Sunday
Live service in the Sanctuary
Pre-recorded service also continues online for those unable to attend in person
Sermon series, “Jesus Takes it All” continues
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP THIS SUNDAY, MAY 9
Acts 10:44-48
Upon the conversion of the centurion Cornelius,
the Jewish believers are astonished that the Holy Spirit is poured out "even on the Gentiles"
who are then included by baptism.
John 5:1-6
John sums up his message of obedience to the love command, of belief in Jesus as God's son,
and of testimony to Jesus as the source of life through "the water and the blood".
John 15:9-17
Jesus' command is that we love one another as God in Christ has loved us
and as his "friends" to go and bear fruit.

Join us on Zoom
at 11:00AM each Sunday.
https://augsburg.zoom.us/j/95736940038?pwd=c1J3M3NHajZZNnlMenFHREJrU3lpdz09
Meeting ID: 957 3694 0038
Passcode: 255875
We’ll be studying the post-resurrection stories of Jesus
Contact Pastor Miller at 612-600-3514 or pastorjoshuamiller@gmail.com
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IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK

Donna Ostenson Kiefert
Bernice Demulling
Rita Galston
Let my prayer
Paul Finegan
George Mendoza
rise before you as incense.
Sandy Quenzer
Psalm 141:2a
Tom Kelly
Tim Robinson
Patrick Carey
Wesley Pagel
Shirley Starner, and her son-in-law Greg Beaudoin
Jim Kinsel
Lynne Baerthel and her family
John “Jack” Hedenstrom (brother of Sue and brother-in-law of Al Puder)
Linda Wood
Jeannie Edwards (Cousin of Pastor Miller)
Susan Boettcher
Ramone and his family
Those suffering or recovering from COVID-19 and for speedy and equitable distributions of the
vaccines.
For President Biden and Vice President Harris as they serve our nation.
For Governor Walz and all in leadership in our state. For our communities once again wrestling with so
many troubles.
For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison and our District President Lucas Woodford as they lead
us.
For our congregation, its pastor, and its lay leaders as we consider how to share Christ’s Good News in
this time and place.
Special Weekly Prayers:
As we pray for each member and family in our congregation by name, this week we pray for our
seniors.
As we pray for each congregation on our Circuit and their pastors by name, this week we pray for
Bethel Lutheran Church, St. Paul and Pastor Andrew Prin.
Note: we are currently praying for two members or families from Jehovah Lutheran each week. The
order for these prayers is alphabetical. In addition to our public prayers, our pastor and board of Lay
Ministry are praying individually for these members and families each week. Special prayer requests
are encouraged any time and may be given to pastor via phone or email.
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Our congregation is exploring participation in the LCMS Re:Vitality Lutheran revitalization program.
“Vital” is the key component of “revitalization.” Wherever the Word is proclaimed in its purity and
God’s Sacraments are rightly administered, there is spiritual vitality. Re:Vitality builds upon spiritual
vitality and guides the church in positive action for sustainable, adaptable, focused, and healthy
ministry for years to come. The first step in the Re:Vitality process is to submit honest feedback about
our congregation from everyone involved. I want to encourage every adult (18 years and older) to fill
out this simple online survey. Simply click the link on our website, www.jehovahlutheran.org when you
are ready to begin:

We need to hear from everyone, individually. That means husbands and wives should both fill out a
survey separately. We want to hear from you, whether you’ve been a member here your whole life or
you’re new to Christianity; whether you’re a member, frequent attendee, or occasional visitor, we want
to hear from you.
Your responses are completely anonymous. No one will know your name, and I will not see individual
responses. It is important to be honest and loving in your feedback, so that we can have an accurate
assessment about where we are as a congregation and honor the 8th Commandment in our life
together. This is an important first step in our outreach with the healing Gospel of Christ in our
community and in our lives.
Thank you for submitting your responses by May 9 (extended deadline) and for your prayers during
this time.
JEHOVAH LIBRARY UPDATE
Attention: Book Lovers!
Would you like to help update our library?
You may not know that Jehovah Lutheran Church is home to a small library on the lower level. Besides
a small number of theological reference books, there are a number of devotional booklets and
biographies, including a few books written by current and former pastors, and members, including our
own Pastor Joshua Miller. You will also find Bible Story books for children and families as well as story
books for children and youth.
Unfortunately, care of the books has languished during the last year’s pandemic and subsequent
restrictions. Several donations have been made and need to be processed for circulation. With the
lifting of several pandemic restrictions, it seems a good time to update the library.
If this interests you, call Trish in the church office at 651-644-1421or Lydia Volz. Library experience is
helpful but is not necessary.
Initial goals: Feasibility of Church Library
Circulation guidelines
Inventory of present holdings
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EARTH CARE

“The earth is the Lord’s …” Psalm 24:1

This column intends to highlight ways to care for God’s creation.
Maynard and Shirley Dorow have pursued earth care issues and welcome your feedback.

While governments around the world are grappling with how to care for the earth and its creatures,
what we do in our little spots on earth remains important. “The Difference You Make” is a chapter in
Hope Jahren’s amazing book, The Story of More, Vintage Books, 2020.

One suggestion she makes is to evaluate the energy-usage in our homes. An electric hot water heater
turns out to be the top energy hog in most homes. Having hot water on demand means constant
heating of the water. Reducing the size of the heater from 50 gallon to 20 gallon, turning down the
temperature a bit on the heater, using a new “on demand” heater, as well as washing clothes, rinsing
dishes, and cleaning with cold water can all help reduce energy use.
No surprise that the next big energy users are heating and air conditioning. One gets a nice rebate
for buying an energy efficient model. Air conditioners take the most energy as they have to both take
out the hot air and then cool it. If we can tolerate a few degrees warmer in hot seasons and a few
degrees cooler in cold seasons, considerable energy is saved. Our niece in Texas - really hot reported she was determined to increase her home temps by at least three degrees this summer. And,
sweaters and fuzzy warm clothing help in winter.
Finally, our homes have smaller appliances that heat or cool small places like the dishwasher (when run
on hot water cycle) and refrigerator/freezer. Running the dishwasher with a full load and less often,
and being careful to open the frig door less with no standing in front of it staring at the contents
wondering what’s for supper, will help.
Jahren has this to say about the smaller energy users: “Ironically, your television, your computer, and
the lights that brighten your home …. contribute very little to your total electricity usage. You’d have
to leave a sixty-watt light blazing 24/7 for a whole year in order to approach the amount of
electricity that your electric stove consumes off and on.” Of course, an electric stove is a high user; try
to turn off burners or oven as food is finishing cooking to heat efficiently.
Careful electricity usage is one way to lower energy consumption. So, it’s time to close the drapes on
the south side windows and keep the heat out this warm day or, open the drapes to let the sun in on a
cold day! Our parents did that before the overheating of the earth was an issue. We can do no less
as we work together to restore God’s earth to balanced good health.
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Tom Trapp
Lois Affeldt
Paula Portermain
Suzanne Hequet
Marlys Wolf
Rafael Dalager-Perez
Maggie Dalager-Ericcson
Ken Frigstad
Dori Hobbie
Matthew Kolar

Thank you to everyone who came out on a chilly morning for
the Spring Spruce up on Saturday! The many hands
that helped with various outdoor and indoor projects
were a huge blessing and the property is looking
great! We picked up trash and old leaves, pulled up
dead plants, and set up new flower beds around
church. We also cleaned up and organized inside the building.
We look forward to continuing this work as we care for the
place God has given us. ~ Katie Miller

Thank you to everyone who helped deliver
senior meals.

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11
The Lord bless you
and keep you;
the Lord make his face
shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face
toward you
and give you peace.
Numbers 6: 24-26

JOIN US
FOR OUR FRIENDLY FRIDAY CALL - IN CHAT

We chat at 11:10am each Friday. All you need is your phone.
Dial: 978-990-5000. If you are using a land line please dial
1 and then the number. When prompted enter the JELC code:

796345#
After the beep just say hello and your name. We can visit
about how our days our going, silver linings, concerns, etc. We
will also have a short devotion and prayer.
Join us on Fridays at 11:10am.

8

WELCOME BAGS
The family of Jehovah has been gifted a unique opportunity to partner with the preschoolers and
5th/6th religion class of King of Kings Lutheran School to assemble welcome bags for New Freedom
Store. These bags will make their way to the hands of those recently released from prison.
Each bag needs:
Disposable razors
Shaving cream
Soap
Shampoo
2 pairs of socks

or

Toothpaste
Toothbrush
Deodorant
Combo bodywash/shampoo
Maybe a generic size color t-shirt

Look for a box in the Narthex labeled Welcome Bags. We will collect until May 16. The students will
collect as well. We will tell you how many bags we packed.

THE NEW FREEDOM STORE
“And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love; but the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13
This week I wish to celebrate two very special LWML zones, namely the good women of Waseca and
Blue Earth, who together have donated hundreds of dollars of gift cards, gathered carloads of gently
used men’s clothes, sheets, towels and quilts for the recently released. It’s a pretty impressive haul for
me. I’m deeply touched.
At the very same time, I can’t help but think about those men in need who are often just coming out of
prison wondering where they will live, work, and even eat. They feel this same gratitude too, maybe
even more than I. Many have cried at the giving of these gifts.
Others have noted the very same. Decades ago, Dr. Carl Jung once wrote, “The meeting of two
personalities Is like the contact of two chemical substances: If there Is any reaction, both are
transformed.” He should know. His entire approach to human psychology was based entirely on
transformational change. Wise words, of course.
Here in the 21st century, we sometimes hear a new meme, namely GIGO, an abbreviation for computer
geeks, meaning Garbage In, Garbage Out. Maybe this thought is relevant for all of us, especially if
we rephrase the same to Goodness In, Goodness Out. Giving gifts at the right time and place, gifts
with no strings attached, tells us something very special about the joy of salvation, unconditional love,
and the fundamental principles of transformational change.
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EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT
Hi, my name is Logan Jarvi. I am a junior at Mounds View High School and a Boy
Scout in troop 200. I have been in the scouting program since I was 7 years old
and I am now working on my Eagle Scout project at Jehovah Lutheran Church.
I was connected with Sandy Kolar, who was previously a leader in Scouts, and is
also a member of Jehovah and she assisted in finding a project for me. The
project will be to construct a new fence on the edge of the Church parking lot
and I’m excited to work with the Jehovah community to get it done. If you are
willing to donate to defray the cost for this, please mail or drop your donation
off at Jehovah Lutheran Church and mark it for “Eagle Scout Project”. Thank you
for your support.

MAIN STREET LIVING | SUNDAYS 9 – 10 a.m. | WFTC CHANNEL 29/9-2

Main Street Living is an LCMS program that features pastors from the WFTC, channel 29/9-2, viewer
area. The first half hour is a reproduction of This is the Life. The second half hour is a modified Lutheran
worship service, which is produced locally. Program information for May is below. To watch, go to
mainstreetliving.com and select the “Twin Cities” tab.
May 2:

“A Dream of His Own,” features a father and son at odds when a construction company
plans to evict an Indian family.

May 9:

“A Will to Live,” features a man who leaves a large portion of his money to the church and
hospital, then has his will contested by his relatives.

May 16: “Home Free,” features a family who learns the real meaning of love and that it comes free.
May 23: “Man in the Middle,” features two men left with a secret when one reveals he has terminal
cancer.
May 30: “Return Trip,” features a modern-day story of a prodigal daughter.
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Activity Calendar
MAY 2021

2

3

9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org
No Bible Study
Voters’ Meeting
11:00am

6

5

7

1/8

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

9
9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org

4

10

11

12

Lay Ministry
Meeting
6:30pm

13
ARB Meeting
6:30 pm

14

15

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Zoom Bible Study
11:00am

16
9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org

17

18

19

20

Council
Meeting
6:30pm

21

22

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Zoom Bible Study
11:00am

23
Day of Pentecost
9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org

24

25

26

27

28

\

Jottings
Articles due

Friendly Friday
Chat
11:10am

Zoom Bible Study
11:00am

30
9:30am
In-Person or
Online Worship
jehovahlutheran.
org
Zoom Bible Study
11:00am

31

You
are the light of the world.
A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden,
Matthew 5:14
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