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Faith Bites
March 16, 2021
NOTES FROM THE PASTOR

Prayer, Meditation, and Trials: Prayer
In his Preface to the German Writings, Martin Luther says that the Christian’s life of discipleship
is formed by prayer, meditation on Scripture, and trials. For the next three weeks, I’ll comment briefly
on each one of these with reference to our common life together as God’s people at Jehovah Lutheran
Church. This week the focus is on prayer.
Prayer is speaking God’s promises back to Him and claiming them as our very own in our lives.
On a personal level this means that we personally take hold of each promise that God gives us in
Christ and lift it up to God in prayer. On a communal level, as a congregation, it means that we lift
each other up to God in prayer, claiming God’s promises for one another.
We need to pray for each other in this way, because the devil, the world, and our old sinful
nature want us turn aside from God’s promise, lose hope in His promise, or buy into the lie that God’s
promise is not for us. As Luther says in his explanation to the Lord’s Prayer in his Small Catechism, that is
why we pray that God’s will would come among us. When we pray God’s promises in Jesus Christ
back to God, prayer becomes a defensive weapon against the forces of evil who oppose God’s name
and God’s kingdom and our faith in Christ. When we pray for ourselves and fellow Christians, using
God’s promises, we combat the forces of evil and their desires, and we unite our will with the will of
God in Christ.
In practicing this aspect of the Christian life together, I invite you to join with me in praying God’s
promises for one another in Jesus’ name. In each issue of the Faith Bites and Jottings, we will begin
praying for two individuals or families from Jehovah. Each week, we will also be praying for one of
the congregations on our St. Paul Metro Circuit of LCMS churches and its pastor(s). Let’s lift each other
and our sister congregations in prayer.
Your Pastor,
Joshua Miller

Devote yourselves
to prayer,
being watchful
and thankful.
Colossians 4:2
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES
Join us on Wednesdays for our mid-week Lenten services.
You can find the service online at jehovahlutheran.org

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP THIS WEEK
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Jeremiah tells that the Lord will make a new covenant with his people,
written not on stone tablets but in their hearts and kept in obedience to God.
Hebrews 5:5-10
Christ lived, and died, in trusting obedience to God,
qualifying him to save those who are obedient to him.
John 12:20-33
Jesus enters Jerusalem for his "hour" has come.
He teaches of seed that must die to bear fruit
and of his being lifted up to draw all people to himself.

EASTER FLOWERS

Jehovah’s Altar Guild is selling Easter flowers.
Choose from purple or yellow mums or Easter lilies
Cost is $15 per plant
Order by Palm Sunday, March 28.
Please choose the flowers you’d like,
but kindly note that many people, including Pastor Miller, are allergic to lilies.
Make checks out to Jehovah Altar Guild
Order forms will be available at the check in table on Sunday mornings.
If you can’t get to church to order one, please call Janet Fishback at 651-636-7046 or 612-388-5286.
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Adult
BIBLE CLASS

Join us on Zoom
at 11:15AM each Sunday.
https://augsburg.zoom.us/j/95736940038?pwd=c1J3M3NHajZZNnlMenFHREJrU3lpdz09
Meeting ID: 957 3694 0038
Passcode: 255875
Contact Pastor Miller with questions.

Jehovah Lutheran Church
Adult Instruction Class:
Rooted in the Faith
Join us Thursdays at 2:00PM
in the Schumacher Lounge.
In this class, we will look at the basics of the Christian faith
from the Lutheran perspective.
All are welcome!
Please contact Pastor Miller for more information.

Jehovah Lutheran Church 1566 Thomas Avenue Saint Paul MN 55104-1823 651-644-1421
A Community of Joy . . . Celebrating, Learning & Sharing the Love of God in Christ Jesus

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK
Donna Ostenson Kiefert
Bernice Demulling
Rita Galston
Paul Finegan
George Mendoza
Sandy Quenzer
Tom Kelly
Tim Robinson
Patrick Carey
Wesley Pagel
Shirley Starner, and her son-in-law Greg Beaudoin
Dick Westpfahl
Linda Wood
Ramone and his family

Let my prayer
rise before you as incense.
Psalm 141:2a

Those suffering or recovering from COVID-19
All who struggle with addictions, anxiety, or depression
For justice, safety, and peace in the midst of the trial for George Floyd’s homicide
For President Biden, Vice President Harris, and Governor Walz and all in leadership in our nation and
state
For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison and our District President Lucas Woodford as the lead
us
For our congregation, its pastor, and its lay leaders as we consider how to be the Church of Jesus
Christ in this time and place
NEW PRAYERS FOR MEMBERS AND FELLOW LCMS CONGREGATIONS:
This week we pray for God’s blessings upon Lois Affeldt and the Avoles family
We also pray for our sisters and brothers at King of Kings Lutheran in Roseville and for their pastors,
Rev. Steven Bielenberg and Rev. Vue Lee
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JEHOVAH’S WEEKLY FRIENDLY FRIDAY CALL-IN CHAT
Join us at 11:10am each Friday. All you need is your phone.
Dial: 978-990-5000. If you are using a land line please dial 1 and then the number.
When prompted enter the JELC code:
796345#
After the beep just say hello and your name. We will have a short devotion, a
topic for discussion, and prayer.
Join us on Fridays at 11:10am.

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up,
as indeed you are doing.
1 Thessalonians 5:11

A Bible Seminar for Anyone and Everyone
Saturday, March 20, 2021
9am-3pm
Cost: $10

Online or In Person
Dr. Reed Lessing
Concordia University, St. Paul
Register at csp.edu/center-for-biblical-studies/
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REZEK HOUSE LENTEN COLLECTION

The Rezek House is in need of groceries, toiletries, cleaning and household items. If you would like to
donate please place your items in the box on the floor in the Narthex under the Guest Book.

The District is now partnered with Damascus Way, a Christion/faith based halfway house with three
locations, one in Golden Valley and two in Rochester. We will be expanding the New Freedom Store
to serve their needs. Once again we will be needing more donations. Below is an updated list. If you
have questions, contact Jim Seemann at seemann@csp.edu.

All men’s clothes, no suits please
White tee shirts
Men’s collared shirts
Sweatshirts
Blue jeans, dockers, chinos
Underwear
Socks
Men’s shoes, white sneakers, flip flops

Baseball style hats
Belts
Spring coats
Rain clothes
Pillows
Bedding for single or twin beds
Backpacks
Towels

Target gift cards are always needed. Twenty five dollars could help to buy a cell phone or even food
until that first paycheck arrives.

Nothing else please. We have too many nonessential items already. Thanks!
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