“Listen!!!”
4 Easter C
Revelation 7:9-17
May 3, 1998

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father antdardrand Savior Jesus Christ! Amen. The texts for
this morning’s message are the lessons and Psakwdizy.

Back in the days when the telegraph Wwaddstest means of long-distance communication, a
young man applied for a job as a Morse code operatsign on the receptionist’s desk instructedail
applicants to fill out a form and then sit down avait until each one was summoned to an innereffic
for an interview.

So the young man did as he had beenhigdilled out the form and then sat down with Aeot
applicants in the waiting room that was filled wikte clicking and clacking of the telegraph andrtbise
of busy workers. Then, with a strange look onf&é®, the young man stood up, crossed the room
opened the door to the inner office and walkedtrigh

The other applicants were stunned. What impertieemhen, just minutes later the young man they'd
thought so rude reappeared with the boss at Fés wido said, “thank you very much. But the job juzss
been filled by the young man next to me.”

“But that's not fair!” a voice cried otltdidn’t even get to interview!”

“That'’s true,” the boss agreed. “Buttalt while you've been sitting here, the telegrapb been
ticking out the words, ‘If you understand this naggs, then come right on in. The job is yours.' islthe
only one who heard, understood, and followed thesage. The rest of you neither heard the call, nor
answered it.”

Listening — a lost art in the cacophohgur modern world. But today let's examine thidtgral
oddity — everything from the ordinary kind of listeg - “in one ear and out the other,” or the “riult
tasking” listening students do in class as thexklemail, instant message, play cards and talesrot
the lecture, as well as being “all ears” and payiomplete attention.

Whether it was walking to church and hemathe busy birds of spring, the radio in your, carthe
hissing sound of the coffee pot when it's finakhady we have all been blessed to listen to manydsou
already this morning. Here in worship we have us@dears to follow the guitar/organ singing faanili
songs or, perhaps, learning some new ones. Weheard God’'s Word. Gathering as God’s people we
have invoked God’s name — that most precious n&regknowledge God in our midst humbly coming
into God's presence. Not that every syllable spdkéheard and absorbed — I've sat in those pews.
When you come into God’s presence in worship thegeso many things to listen to - so much so tleat w
often hear but to which we do not listen.

Scanning the Scripture lessons for thosmimg all three of them key in on this very pcimear and
listening to the powerful voice of God. It waspitirough the power of God — the Word and Spirit at
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work in him that Peter could say, “Tabitha get uptitl she rose from the dead. God’s command at work
through his human voice!

“My sheep hear my voice and | know therd they follow me!” is what we heard in the Gospel.
All who are connected to Christ by grace througthflisten to His voice. We don't just hear it. W&ten
to it and we listen for it.

In Revelation the vivid visual image<sila longing for, provoke an echo of that which ave
about to see and hear perhaps in a moment, invthkling of an eye, as John grants us a glimpshef
glory that awaits us in heaven. Glory that nonashas seen, and sounds that none of us have alhysic
heard. And yet, because we belong to Christ, euthrout hearing, we already wait expectantly and
“Listen!”

. One of our liturgies says when we gathevorship, we are not alone. We are linked key 8pirit
with angels and archangels and all the companyeafvein, with the saints and martyrs that have gone
before us and with millions of other sheep of trw& Shepherd, with whom we currently share this
planet.

And like that young man who not only heetirat telegraph, but more important, actuallyehstd to
it, when we gather with one another in the compafrgod, we become tuned into a reality more real
than what we usually only see on the surface. gkkkvlong we live as slaves to a schedule, hemmed in
by time and space, watching the days and houry gmd wishing there were more of them or that the
week would hurry up and get over. We get caughihupe mundane and the ordinary. In this place,
gathered around Word and Sacrament in worship, dindespace are joined to eternity - to God'’s
dimension, God’'s home and our ultimate destinatidere in this place is our foretaste of the feéast
come as we share the Word, we taste and receivis Goddness at the altar, and echo words of eternal
hope and love to one another. The age old questiamether one can be a Christian or not without
going to church is not even relevant. It is likkiag whether one can cook without a stove or cet th
grass without a lawnmower. Of course you can waeill, perhaps. In theory it can be done, but why
settle for less than the best?

When people cut themselves off from tathgring of God'’s saints in worship, when they do n
seek God often in the Scriptures, when they damest God at the Lord’s Table, there is the risk of
hearing loss. It becomes easy to tune out thétSpirlike a radio stuck between stations, thersd
much static you cannot hear what God has to say.

And the message is meant to be hearkiitycand in community! Jesus’ sheep hear, listarst
the voice and follow — the whole flock on their wayall that God will provide each day and forever.
Note that this listening leads to action. Whetherthose white-robed saints and martyrs thahJaw
before the throne, or those people who were dravthe Gospel by Tabitha's resurrection, or you raued
- when we listen to Jesus, our Good Shepherd lemdemewhere to something for someone. Perhaps to
a commitment to be a kinder spouse, a more pgiement, a better neighbor, a more faithful witrtess
Jesus in our life and among our friends.

It wasn't by accident that Jesus chose the imagestieep and their shepherd. Unlike other animals,
sheep cannot be herded - that is, driven from lobefAihey must be led. They cannot and will not go
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anywhere except when their Shepherd is among tisatme#@ leader calling out to them to remind them
he is present. If the shepherd is not there to leadheep will, ultimately, scatter.

Sheep are like that — short memory -tiskitfearful, easily distracted and finicky abthir rest,
their food, and their water. Did you know thateghelie of “ovine ineptitude” at one thousand tirtres
rate they are killed by wolves? Put simply “Ovineptitude” is when a sheep falls over and carttuge
If they are close to the Shepherd so their criesbeaheard the shepherd can help them to find their
footing again — to stand on solid ground. Alonfépa their own — who will help them stand, who lwil
hear their cries.

So we follow Jesus, closely and confitjefthough | admit to being a bit wobbly and frighted at
times, myself). We are promised that our Shephdiaot ask us to go alone into places no oneehas
gone before. We will be led through valleys anddsings and into green pastures already in mind —
known because the Shepherd has been there and kmopkaces to which we are being led. And even
though we have not heard the Shepherd’s voiceauitrown ears, still, the voice of Jesus is the amg
that we will recognize immediately, with great comtf joy, and in awe on that one day — that day tha
will end all of time when we do hear Jesus calbbumame.

Amen.

Now may the God of peace who brought again fromdte our Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd,
complete us in every good way to do God'’s will &atl’'s work in this world.
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